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searching for the vernacular furniture of Rajasthan
WHY?





Vernacular furniture at SADACC



Damachiyo or  Majus?



Vernacular furniture of North West India
a collaborative research project
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North-West India
an overview

Phase 1 – Gujarat

Phase 2 – Rajasthan

Phase 3 – Punjab & Haryana



Phase 1
Vernacular furniture of 

Gujarat

Places visited: 70

Distance travelled: 8520 km

Elements mapped: 1032

Scholars approached: 52

Craftspeople approached: 21



Vernacular 

furniture of 

Gujarat



Vernacular 

furniture of 

Gujarat









Pidha
Low seat



Takaht
bench



Majus
chest



Majus (chest)
Khadagda

A day in the life of 

a field researcher



Hindolo (swing)
Khadagda

A day in the life of 

a field researcher
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A day in the life of 

a field researcher



A day in the life of 

a field researcher

Jagdish Suthar
Khadagda



A day in the life of 

a field researcher

Sri Adinath Digambar

Bhataivara Jain 

Mandir, Khadagda



Rajasthan
an overview

Rajasthan

- An area of 342, 239 sq. km 

(212657.4 sq.miles)

-Two and a half times the size of 

England

-A population of 68.89 million 

Gujarat

Madhya Pradesh

Pakistan

Punjab

Haryana



Rajasthan
an overview

Diverse landscape
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Rajasthan
an overview

Architectural 

splendour



Rajasthan
an overview

Traditional 

craft practices



Rajasthan
an overview

Traditional 

craft practices



Rajasthan
an overview

Agrarian 

villages



Rajasthan
an overview

Adivasi homes



Rajasthan
an overview

Diverse 

communities



Rajasthan
an overview

Layered social 

construct



Rajasthan
field work

Places visited: 37

Distance travelled: 6974 km

Furniture mapped: 966

Scholars approached: 44

Craftspeople approached: 19 



searching for the vernacular furniture of Rajasthan
WHAT?



Types of 

vernacular 

furniture

50 types of furniture

identified

966 furniture pieces

documented

500 more furniture 

anticipated



aasan
seating

Basni (low seat) Pidhi(low seat) Pidha(low chair)

Baithak (floor seating) Takaht (bench)



manch
sleeping

Machli (small charpoy) Khaat(charpoy) Palang (bed)

Palna (cradle) Ghodiyu (cradle)



manjush
storage

Aada (inbuilt niche) Sandook(chest) Jhopad Peti (chest)

Majus (chest) Kathatara(larder)Ghaduchi (water 

pitcher stand)

Kothi (granary)



sapaat
surface

Bajot (low table)

Kanari chowki (embroidery table)

Chowki(low table)

peyi (merchant’s desk)



vastu
objects

Ghatti (handmill grinder) Kharal (opium crusher) Katordaan (container)

Sigdi (hearth) Billona (butter churner) Khunti (hanger)



THE TALES
searching for the vernacular furniture of Rajasthan



Vernacular furniture -

a response to the 

context

Hot and dry!



Vernacular furniture -

a response to the 

context

Long walks!



Vernacular furniture -

a response to the 

context

aala
wall niche



pyaavu
a public water room

Vernacular furniture -

a response to the 

context



Vernacular furniture -

a response to the 

context

ghaduchi
water pitcher stand



Vernacular furniture -

a response to the 

context

pendo
water pitcher shelf



Vernacular furniture -

a response to the 

context

Indigenous 

innovation



Vernacular furniture –

the versatility

Kothi/kablo/kabli

granary



Vernacular furniture –

the versatility

kotho

an inbuilt granary



Vernacular furniture 

and the makers

Taridevi
Mahabar, Barmer

“In earlier times it was not necessary that the bride was given 
everything in dowry. Few things like chulho(hearth), bel(inbuilt 
shelves), kothlio(larder) required to run the house were made by us 
under supervision of our mother-in-law. It is easily noticeable if a 
helping hand was involved in the making of  these as patches would 
differ with poor finish and unsatisfactory results.”



Taridevi ‘s house

Barmer

Vernacular furniture 

and the makers



Taridevi ‘s kitchen 

and her kathatara

Vernacular furniture 

and the makers



Taridevi ‘s 

kathatara

Vernacular furniture 

and the makers



Prembai
Roopsi village, Jaisalmer

“To live in mud houses, one also needs to repair and maintain it by 
plastering the wall surfaces every year after the rain. The same 
mixture of clay and water is also applied as a coating on the 
Kathatara (larder).”

Vernacular furniture 

and the makers



Prembai’s house

Roopsi village, 

Jaisalmer

Vernacular furniture 

and the makers



Vernacular furniture 

and the makers

Prembai ‘s kitchen 

and her kathatara



Prembai ‘s 

kitchen with the 

kathatara and bel

Vernacular furniture 

and the makers



Prembai ‘s bel

(inbuilt shelf)

Vernacular furniture 

and the makers



Vernacular furniture 

for the community

Paata at the 

Dassaniyo ka 

chowk



Vernacular furniture 

for the community

Paata at the 

Daga Sethiya

Parak guwad



Vernacular furniture 

for the community

Paata at the 

Sonaro ka guwad



“Commissioned in 

memory of  Late 

Sri Jaganathji

Sonar, by his 

beloved wife 

Shantidevi.”

Vernacular furniture 

for the community



Vernacular furniture 

for the community

Paata at the 

Kocharo ka chowk
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Vernacular furniture 

for the community

Paata at the 

Kocharo ka chowk



Vernacular furniture 

for the community

Paata at the 

Kocharo ka chowk



Vernacular furniture 

for the community

Takaht outside a 

shop, Mandawa



Vernacular furniture 

for the community

Takaht in a 

temple, Nawalgarh



Vernacular furniture 

for the community

Takaht in a 

temple, Bagar



Vernacular furniture 

for the community

Takaht in a 

temple, Bagar



Vernacular furniture for everyone

Furniture in a rural household

Pidha

Chota Dungra, Banswara

Khaat

Dungarpur

Palna

Dungarpur



Vernacular furniture for everyone

Furniture from the urban houses

Ghodiyu

Barmer

Pidha

Jaipur

Charpai

Shekhawati



Vernacular furniture for everyone

Pidha

City Palace, Udaipur

Palang

Bikaner

Palna

Palace, Jodhpur

Furniture from royal palaces



What have we taken back from the journey?



The beauty of the 

context

Inbuilt furniture 

pendo in Dungarpur



The beauty of the 

context

The hospitality

Baithak in 

Shekhawati



The privilege of 

collections

The craftsmanship

Chowki in SADACC 

collection



The privilege of 

collections

The uniqueness

Takaht in SADACC 

collection



A continuing journey!


